How will I give?
If putting your gift in the offering plate each Sunday or mailing your gift to the church works for you,
stick with that plan! If remembering your offering (especially during this season of social distancing)
is a struggle, then consider establishing a recurring electronic gift.

TO ESTABLISH YOUR RECURRING ELECTRONIC GIFT OR TO GIVE ONLINE:

Plant with Hope, Harvest with Joy
2020 Celebration of Generosity:
A Stewardship Movement

1. GO TO www.wesleyfreedom.org
2. From the homepage Click On “Online Giving”
3. Choose Give Online or Electronic Fund Transfer and follow the simple steps.

GIVE ONLINE, Credit Card, and Bank Account Giving Through Subsplash
You can give anywhere, anytime, through our website. Click on “Give Online” and select if you want
to make a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift. Follow the simple steps to set up your account.

Electronic Fund Transfer
The website will provide you a form for authorizing the church to schedule recurring (weekly or
monthly) electronic fund transfer straight from your bank account. You can return this form with your
Generosity Pledge in the envelope provided. This is a secure option.
Whichever way you give, THANK YOU FOR GIVING!
Please return your Generosity Pledge Card and your Thanksgiving Offering in the
envelope provided during worship in November, mail them in the envelope provided,
or simply go to www.wesleyfreedom.org to make your online pledge and/or offering.
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The LORD has done great things for us,
and we rejoice. Psalm 126:3

Thank you for your generosity!
Novice farmers plant seeds in
the spring when the soil is warm;
resilient farmers plant in the fall
so that their crops can hold the
soil together through the winter
and produce the first spring
harvest. In 2020, you, the people
of Wesley Freedom UMC, have
proved yourselves to be resilient
in your generosity. In the face of
a pandemic, even when we were
prevented from being physically
present, you mailed in your
offerings and you adapted to new
ways to give online.

January to September

2020 Year to
Date Financial
Update

Because of your faithfulness and the extraordinary adaptivity of our staff and lay leaders, we have
witnessed a breakthrough of new ways to share the story of grace! Like winter wheat, which sprouts
in the fall and holds the soil together through the harshness of winter, you have held our faith
community together. Like that wheat which stretches towards the sun, we have expanded the ways
we do ministry. We are providing valuable physical, emotional, and spiritual support to hundreds
during this hard season and we believe when this pandemic is over, we will witness a tremendous
harvest of lives touched and transformed.

70+ youth who are gathering outside and online for
support, community, and spiritual nurturing.

•

Children and families claiming this opportunity to grow in
faith together through worship, Thursday night live, and
Family Fun Events.

•

The over 500 weekly worshipers who are engaging online,
outside, and now back in our sanctuary.

•

Multitudes of adults who are embracing a season of Spiritual
growth through on-line, outdoor and indoor studies, and
who are reading scripture and praying daily following our
new devotionals.

•

Family Resource Center Volunteers and clients who are
overcoming the obstacles of the pandemic together continuing to meet the needs of many in our community.

2020

Giving (offering plate,
mailed, on-line)

$701,296

$650,172

EYLC support to church

$67,600

$37,500

Since March, when the Church and the Early Years Learning
Center (EYLC) were required to limit in person ministry, we have
faced great uncertainty about giving and finances. While many
continue to be generous, giving is noticeably $50,000 behind
2019. In addition, EYLC was unable to continue contributions to
the church during their closure resulting in a $30,000 shortfall.
Because of the financial and programing impacts of Covid 19,
we reduced the 2020 budget by $85,000. We were also able
to apply and fortunately receive one-time assistance with the
Paycheck Protection Plan under the Cares Act to offset some of
the shortages. Through these actions and your giving we have
been able to continue ministry and provide full paychecks for
church and EYLC staff.

We say thank you on behalf of:
•

2019

We are grateful for many things
•

Online giving has increased, especially recurring giving. This allows us to better plan for
ministries and to steward the church’s resources.

•

Our worship and ministries have adapted and thrived on-line, outside, and now indoors.

•

EYLC was able to re-open their doors to a limited summer program and reduced onsite classes
and new on-line classes this fall. These efforts have restored their ministry to the community and
their ability to pay their portion of building expenses.

Sincerely, Peter Jacobus, Operations Team Chair

Special Thanksgiving
Offering

As an act of gratitude for the Lord’s spiritual and financial provision, we invite you to make a
Thanksgiving offering this November. These offerings will jump-start our stewardship movement and
ensure that our staff, ministries, and facilities remain strong during the holidays and into the
New Year.
Consider the resources available to you from which you could make a significant impact. As this
one-time gift is above and beyond your regular giving commitment, it may come from a source
beyond your check book, such as savings, stocks, mature insurance policies, capital income, etc.

Those who go
out weeping,
bearing the
seed for sowing,
shall come
home with
shouts of joy,
carrying their
sheaves.
Psalm 126:6

Will we faithfully plant in
hopes of a spring harvest?
Planting seeds is always an act of faith and a witness to our
hope that God will bring a bountiful harvest. Giving is a
similar act of faith and hope.
Today we, the leaders of your church family, invite you to join
us in making a bold commitment to faithfully give in 2021.
We are well aware that this heartfelt invitation comes in the
midst of a challenging season.

This year more than EVER.

Our regular giving has not allowed us to address nearly $400,000 in infrastructure repairs needed to
continue our ministries safely. Could your Thanksgiving Offering cover one of these 2020 investments?

•

We give in generous response for all that God has
given us.

•

We give as an act of faith, trusting God’s
continued provision.

•

We give as an investment in God’s eternal purposes; for
we have learned that earthly investments can all too
easily slip away.

•

We give as an act of hope, anticipating that God is
able to multiply our offerings into an abundance of
lives transformed.

$10,000 new air filtration systems for sanctuary, offices, gathering areas and CLC
$5,000 new technology for empowering worship online and outside
$10,000 new roof on the Wesley Wing
$30,000 Plumbing and physical structure repairs needed to ensure the safety and health of our youth
as they return to the Freedom Youth Center. +$25,000 to add a handicap bathroom!
$10,000 For a permanent solution to ongoing water damage to the Community Life Center.
$15,000 new commercial refrigerator, freezer, and stove to safely serve our community and support
our Feed My Sheep meal program which serves 300 meals to food insecure persons a week.

Please know that your giving is integral to the vitality of your church family. We invite you to
prayerfully consider committing to a weekly or monthly gift in 2021. Our regular offerings provide
the stability upon which our church endures and will be the seeds which allow our community to
grow and thrive in the season ahead. We also invite you to consider giving a special one-time
Thanksgiving offering as an expression of gratitude for the ways God has provided for you this year.

Transformation Stories
In the midst of this year’s challenges, we see amazing signs of the promising future God has in store for us.

Your Generosity Pledge for 2021:
Plant with Hope, Harvest with Joy!
Pray
Today we invite you and your family to prayerfully
and bravely consider your financial blessings and the
portion God is calling you to return to Him in the
year ahead. We set before you the Biblical goal of
a tithe - giving the first 10% of your income. Giving
God a portion of our income invites us into a deep
relationship with the Lord in which we trust God to
provide and then return to God a generous share.

Pledge
As God reveals what you are called to give, make a
commitment to God to give that amount faithfully and
regularly every month in 2021. Your generosity pledge
is a tangible way that you make the work of the Lord a
priority. Living your commitment will establish a rhythm
in your daily life as you make choices which preserve
your ability to keep your promise. Record your pledge
on the card provided and place it in the offering plate
or mail. An e-pledge opportunity is also available at
www.wesleyfreedom.org. Our commitments are kept
confidential and are valuable in our finance team’s
budgeting work.

Give
Once you determine the amount you are called to
give, make a plan for how you will keep your promise.
Convenient and secure giving options are outlined on
the back cover. During this unpredictable season we
especially recommend electronic options which will
allow you to schedule your giving and keep
your commitments.
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver”. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Meet Owen

Meet Lorena Stone

Meet Tyghe

Some time ago, Owen shared
with Dan, our Director of
Worship, that God was calling
him to give his life and his talent
to leading worship. Dan began
mentoring Owen who in turn
began leading worship. As the
pandemic forced worship online
and outside, Dan seized the
opportunity to empower Owen
to be a principle worship leader
in our midst. We rejoice with
Owen, for the ways this season
has stretched him and propelled
him into living out the call on his
life in ways that lead us, and we
pray many future generations
into God glorifying worship.

In August we received a letter
from Lorena. She moved to
Eldersburg during the pandemic
and found the community
she sorely needed through
our website. She wrote to us
sharing, “I want you to know
that I am with you every week,
I am a part of your community
though you have yet to meet
me. As soon as it is safe, I’m
coming to join your church.
Thank you for being there for
me.” Lorena was the first of
many to let us know that our
online services have connected
them to Jesus and to church
community. Her testimony is
teaching us that our “online
campus” is a primary way we
reach and minister to God’s
people around the corner and
the globe.

If you look around outdoor
worship, you will see many
families setting up their worship
square for their children. The
fall season blessed us with
opportunities for our families
to worship and grow together
in new ways. One who you
can’t miss is Tyghe. He comes in
bold outfits and worships with
excitement. Last Sunday we
were blessed to witness Tyghe,
at 4 years old, loudly say, “Yes!”
when asked if he believed
in Jesus. With holy water on
his head, God sealed Tyghe’s
identity as a child of God. We
surround Tyghe and his parents,
Tim and Tessa, in prayer as they
prepare to welcome
foster children into their faith
filled family.

Life Giving Numbers!
Feed My Sheep shifted immediately to a drive-thru, serving 6479 meals since this start
of the pandemic.
South Carroll Food Pantry filled the fellowship hall with groceries provided by your
donations and grant funds, sharing 109,871
pounds of food, serving 3,478 people, in 2020.

