
Between the Testaments Session 0 – The Canon & New Testament Formation 

 

Big Controversial Statement: 

 

I. Canon: 

 

 

 

 

II. The Old Testament 

a. Apocrypha: 

 

b. Septuagint: 

 

 

c. Masoretes & The Masoretic Text: 

 

 

d. Live Questions: 

 

 

 

III. New Testament 

 

a. Apostolicity & Antiquity: 

 

 

 

 

b. Catholicity 

 

 

 

i. Apostolic Succession 

 

 

 

c. Orthodoxy 

 

 

 

IV. Take Aways 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter of Bishop Serapion of Antioch 

For we, brethren, receive both Peter and the rest of the apostles as Christ Himself. But 

those writings which are falsely inscribed with their name, we as experienced persons 

reject, knowing that no such writings have been handed down to us. When, indeed, I 

came to see you, I supposed that all were in accord with the orthodox faith; and, 

although I had not read through the Gospel inscribed with the name of Peter which 

was brought forward by them, I said: If this is the only thing which threatens to 

produce ill-feeling among you, let it be read. But, now that I have learnt from what 

has been told me that their mind was secretly cherishing some heresy, I will make all 

haste to come to you again. Expect me therefore, brethren, shortly. Moreover, 

brethren, we, having discovered to what kind of heresy Marcion adhered, and seen 

how he contradicted himself, not understanding of what he was speaking, as you will 

gather from what has been written to you -for, having borrowed this said Gospel from 

those who were familiar with it from constant perusal, namely from the successors of 

those who were his leaders in the heresy, whom we call Docetae (for most of the 

opinions held by him are derived from their teaching), we were able to read it through; 

and while we found most of its contents to agree with the orthodox account of the 

Saviour, we found some things inconsistent with that, and these we have set down 

below for your inspection. 


