
Session 1 Handout 

 

I. Genesis 1 

 

Environment Inhabitant 

Day 1 

 

 

Day 4 

Day 2 

 

 

Day 5 

Day 3 

 

 

Day 6 

 

II. Genesis 2 

Setting: What Day Does This Take Place On?_________________________________________ 

 

What hasn’t been created yet? _____________________________________________________ 

 

What is God’s first creation? ______________________________________________________ 

 

What are the four rivers of Eden? __________________________________________________ 

 

III. The Documentary Hypothesis 

a. Jahwist 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Elohist 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Deuteronomist 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Priestly 

 



Compare Genesis 1 with this Babylonian 

Creation Myth (The Enuma Elish) 

 

TABLET IV 

93 Tia-mat and Marduk, the sage of the gods, came 

together, 

94 Joining in strife, drawing near to battle. 

95 Be-l spread out his net and enmeshed her; 

96 He let loose the Evil Wind, the rear guard, in her 

face. 

97 Tia-mat opened her mouth to swallow it, 

98 She let the Evil Wind in so that she could not 

close her lips. 

99 The fierce winds weighed down her belly, 

100 Her inwards were distended and she opened her 

mouth wide. 

101 He let fly an arrow and pierced her belly, 

102 He tore open her entrails and slit her inwards, 

103 He bound her and extinguished her life, 

104 He threw down her corpse and stood on it. 

105 After he had killed Tia-mat, the leader, 

106 Her assembly dispersed, her host scattered. 

107 Her divine aides, who went beside her, 

108 In trembling and fear beat a retreat. 

109 . . . . to save their lives, 

110 But they were completely surrounded, unable to 

escape. 

111 He bound them and broke their weapons, 

112 And they lay enmeshed, sitting in a snare, 

113 Hiding in corners, filled with grief, 

114 Bearing his punishment, held in a prison. 

115 The eleven creatures who were laden with 

fearfulness, 

116 The throng of devils who went as grooms at her 

right hand, 

117 He put ropes upon them and bound their arms, 

118 Together with their warfare he trampled them 

beneath him. 

119 Now Qingu, who had risen to power among 

them, 

120 He bound and reckoned with the Dead Gods. 

121 He took from him the Tablet of Destinies, 

which was not properly his, 

122 Sealed it with a seal and fastened it to his own 

breast. 

123 After the warrior Marduk had bound and slain 

his enemies, 

124 Had . . . . the arrogant enemy . . . , 

125 Had established victory for Anšar over all his 

foes, 

126 Had fulfilled the desire of Nudimmud, 

127 He strengthened his hold on the Bound Gods, 

128 And returned to Tia-mat, whom he had bound. 

129 Be-l placed his feet on the lower parts of Tia-

mat 

130 And with his merciless club smashed her skull. 

131 He severed her arteries 

132 And let the North wind bear up (her blood) to 

give the news. 

133 His fathers saw it and were glad and exulted; 

134 They brought gifts and presents to him. 

135 Be-l rested, surveying the corpse, 

136 In order to divide the lump by a clever scheme. 

137 He split her into two like a dried fish: 

138 One half of her he set up and stretched out as 

the heavens. 

139 He stretched the skin and appointed a watch 

140 With the instruction not to let her waters 

escape. 

 

TABLET VI 

3 He opened his mouth addressing Ea, 

4 He counsels that which he had pondered in his 

heart, 

5 "I will bring together blood to form bone, 

6 I will bring into being Lullû, whose name shall be 

'man'. 

7 I will create Lullû—man 

8 On whom the toil of the gods will be laid that they 

may rest. 

… 

12 Expressing his comments on the resting of the 

gods, 

13 "Let one brother of theirs be given up. 

14 Let him perish that people may be fashioned. 

15 Let the great gods assemble 

16 And let the guilty one be given up that they may 

be confirmed." 

… 

29 "Qingu is the one who instigated warfare, 

30 Who made Tia-mat rebel and set battle in 

motion." 

31 They bound him, holding him before Ea, 

33 From his blood he (Ea) created mankind, 

34 On whom he imposed the service of the gods, 

and set the gods free. 

 

 

 

(trans. W.G. Lambert) 

 


